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But see why I say these things; for I am going
to tell you whence the prejudice against me has
arisen. For when I heard this, I thought to my-
celf: «What in the world does the god mean, and
what riddle is he propounding? For | am conscious
that I am not wise either much or lttlE -
then docs he mean by declaring that I am the
wisest? He certainly cannot be lying, for that is
not possible for him.” And for a long time I was
at a loss as to what he meant; then with great
reluctance I proceeded to investigate him somewhat

as follows.

Finally then | went to the hand-workers. For I .
I knew practically nothing, but

was comscious that
D S e
fany fine

{ kmew 1 should fnd that they knew
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Evcn now 1 am still conscious that if [
conscnted to_lend him my -ear, 1 could not resist
l@ut_ would have the same leeling again. lor
e compels_me to_admit that, sorcly decficient as
[ am I _umeglect myself while I atiend to the
iffairs of Athens. So 1 withhold my ears perforce
as from the Sirens, and make off as fast as I can,
for fear I should go on sitting beside him till old age
was upon me. And there is one cxperience I have
in presence of this man alone, such as nobody would
Y expect in me,—to be made to feel ashamed by
I anyone ; he alone can make me Teel it. For he
JF brings home to me that I cannot disown the duty
of doing what_he bids me, but that as scon as I

turn from his company 1 fall a victim to the favours
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of one thing I am conscious in myself—that T excel
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oxn. I canpot gainsay you on that, Socrates : but

T men in speaking on Homer and have plenty to
say, and everyone else says that I do it well; but
on the others I am not a good speaker. Yet now,
observe what that means:
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e‘e‘l;scious of no wrong that he has donﬂﬁv?&tﬂ?e‘ih =
ever attends and a goodly, To bDe nurse of his I:)ld
age, as Pindar ® too says. For a beautiful saying it is
Socrates, of the poet that when a man lives out his
daysin justice and piety ‘ sweet companion with him
tI; cheer I;:s hea}'t and nurse his old agc@ccoinpanieﬁ;
mgﬂ?h?ﬂ“cm?ﬂy. '_,r}xleth the changeful mind of
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_ But neverthefess let
it be declared that,f the mimetic and dulcet poe
can show any reason for hier existence in a well-
governed state, we would gladly admit her, since we
ourselves are very conscious of her spell. Bat all the™
same it would be impious to betray what we believe
to be the truth.® Is not that so, friend ? Do not you
yourself feel her magic ® and especially when Homer ¢
is her interpreter?” * Greatly.” “Then may she
not justly return from this exile after she has pleaded
her defence, whether in lyric or other measure L
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bosom is full, and that I could make another speech, P Lﬂﬁ W 37 D

different from this and gquite as good. Now I am P

conscious of my own ignorance, and I know very well cowardice and iniquity have ﬁ;’%ﬂféﬁmn‘:ﬁg of
ffat | have never invented these things myself, so —in eases where men do or have done tyhin o
$he only alternative is that 1 have been filled through cerning which they desiré that no one Shmﬂgss;on.
the ears, like i_giwtgxgy,*ﬁmﬁgs of tfeir secret; consequently, i there are an w?ig
amﬁgﬁn because of my stupidity, T have might expose their secret, they remove thgrm b
forgotten how and from whom I heard it. death, whenever they can do so by no othe{-
: means.
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soc. But would you not rather accept the opposite
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The rupted mié'ht have some motive in aiding me ; but

man who knows he is unduly hasty and violent in reaso : N
all his actions shoald win a bride sprung from steady what n could their relatives have, who are not

parents; while the man that is of a contrary nature eorru?ted and are already older men, unless it be
should proceed to mate himself with one of the the rxght:. Emd true reason, that they know thai
opposite kind. 7 >  —tema am a whala Meiemiwah“ﬁe truth ?
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know very well that you could make me feel that way this very moment
if I gave you half a hance. He always fraps me, vou 5eg, and he makes
me admit that my political career is a waste of Hme, while all that matters
is just what I most neglect: my personal shortcomings, which cry out for
thie closest attention. oo 1 reruse o Tisten To him; | stop my ears and tear

b thyself away from him, for, like the Sirens, he could make me stay by his
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