CALL FOR PAPERS

Aristotle

and his predecessors
on heat, pneuma ,
and soul

Prague, June 12-14, 2014 2
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three-day international conference on Topics and questions

the role of the concepts of heat, pneuma

and soul in ancient Greek theories of life ii‘xr%stotl}fl:.famou;ly cor.lceived of thlebsozill as 31; formzl essenci of suz:ih
calln i place i Prague, organized i cooperation .1V1ng things as have »mstrur.net?ta ody« ( . 2.1., 12a28-b1) and,

X ~ in general, as the first actualization of a »physical, instrumental body«

between Charles Un.lver S I Prague and the ) (owpa uotkov dpyavikoy, 412b5-6). There is a striking difference /
AugUSt‘BoeCkh’Antlkezentr um, Humboldt-Univer- between the Aristotelian concept of a besouled being and the modern
sitit zu Berlin. The or ganizers are Hynek Bartos concept of an organism as a material system with physical and functio-
(Department of PhilOSOph}f, Charles University) nal unity. Aristotle posits that living things cannot be explained exclu- } -

and Colin Guthrie I(illg (Institut fiir Philos Ophl e, sively by reference to their parts.(be they maFeFial or.functional) and. '3
b oldUn; itit zu Berlin) processes that occur in them. His theory of living things features as its

NRIDO VELS ez ER e central tenet that these must be understood in terms of a unity inclu-

The confirmed Sp eakers for the conference are ding both matter and form, a unity provided for by the soul.

Gébor Betegh (Central European University - Bu-
dapest), Klaus Corcilius (University of California/ The hylomorphic theory of living things and its attending assumptions
Berkeley), Pavel Gregorié (University of Zagreb), has bectn the objecF of m’uch debate in.recent decades. It. is ge.nerally
Richard King (Universitit Bern), James Lennox recogmzed. tbat Ar}stotles psyc%lolﬁogy is the source for his 1.1n1ﬁe(,1 .
Uni . £ Pittsbur h) nd Anna Marmo dOl'O theory of living beings and their life processes. As such, Aristotle’s is a
( n{VCI‘S}t}’ T Sl ) } general psychology, including some of what would now be considered
(Univer sity of Oxford). GCOfﬁ‘CY LlOYd (Univer SILY  physiology. The sources and contexts for the »physiological« aspects of
of Cambr idge) and P hllip van der Eljk (Humboldt-  Aristotle’s psychology are manifold, and seldom themselves the object
Universitit zu Berlin) will give comments. of discussion.

In this conference, we propose to focus upon two particular, and parti-

To app ly for presenting at the conference, cularly difficult, components of Aristotle’s psychology: the concepts of

P lease submit a prop osal of 500-750 words innate heat, and connate pneuma. The purpose of the conference is to
to hynek.bartos@centr um.cCz contextualize these concepts within the history of both the metaphysics
by November 30, 2013. of the body and ancient medical theory of life and the soul. The topic

of the conference is thus Aristotle’s theory of innate heat and pneuma

s e R SerTE expenses Vi iR within the framework of hl.S theory of bodily pr9cesses, amma.l move-
Svallble i those ™ hose presentations A Mt ment and psychology, and in the context of ancient Greek philosophy "
b

) and medicine. We also welcome contributions concerning the back-
par ticular 1}’ for ear IY"Car eer scholars. ground of this topic in ancient Greek religion, as well as cross-cultural
studies of concepts of life including non-Greek science.

A more detailed outline of problems and questions related to the topic
of the conference may be found under:
\ www.antikezentrum.hu-berlin.de/aristotle-on-heat.
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